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40th Anniversary Edition 

AVANTI½S TIMES 

Celebrating 40 years of Food and Family in Normal, IL  
 

Dlkali^ċė!.+-2 
E^icėDlkali^ċė!+32 
Italian Beef $.75 
Pizza Burger $.85 

Spaghetti, small $1.05 
Spaghetti, large $1.35 

Pizza 
Large Cheese  $2.55 

Large One Topping  $3.00 
Large Two Topping $3.50 

Large Three Topping  
or Special  $3.90 

In celebration of our 40th year, Avantiõs is offering select items at our 1971 prices .For every item purchased 
at the 2011 price, guests may purchase the same menu item at the 1971 price.  Limit of two items at 1971 
price per check, offer valid June 1st to June 5th, 2011 in Bloomington/Normal only. 

1971 Menu Prices Offer  

     We would like to 
thank our current and 
past associates who have 
put so much of them-
selves into Avantiõs to 
make us what we are  
today.  We would also 
like to thank our  loyal     

customers who continue 
to patronize us.  We 
know you have a lot of 
restaurant choices in 
this area and we enjoy 
your company each and 
every time you visit our 
home away from home. 

Rich Zeller 
Co-Owner/Operator 

Marcus Zeller 
Co-Owner/Operator 
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Faithful Friends who are dear to us... 

     As long as Mike Dienslake has been delivering for Avanti Foods of Walnut, IL, he has been deliv-

ering to the Avantiôs Restaurant in Normal, IL.  Mike has been a driver for Avanti Foods for 28 years.  

As a resident of Walnut, IL, Mike has fond memories of seeing Guido Zeller while growing up in his 

hometown.  Regarding Guido, Mike says, ñGuido was a fine man and a great guy.ò  When Avantiôs 

Times asked Mike what sets Avantiôs apart from other businesses to which he delivers, he said, 

ñAvantiôs is my best customer by far-they are very good and loyal customers.ò  Avantiôs would like to 

thank Mike for his reliability and service.  Mike admits that he doesnôt have much time to sit down 

and eat at Avantiôs, but if he did, he would order a pizza burger.  Thank you for all your wonderful 

service, Mike!    

Avantiõs couldnõt have made it to 40 years without our wonderful guests, excellent associates and faithful suppliers.  The 4 individuals below have 
catered to our every need and we cannot thank them enough for their loyalty, dependability and outstanding service  

1962 -Guido delivers 

for the Walnut Cheese 
factory after migrat-

ing to Walnut, IL from 

Switzerland in 1961.  

1971 -Guido and Albert Zeller open 
the Avantiõs Restaurant in Normal, IL 

on June 2nd.  

     ñMy relationship with Guido Zeller began when he used to purchase meat from me while I 

was working at Eastern Meat Packing,ò says Darryl Miller.  Darryl later joined the family 

business,  Miller Janitorial Supply, with his father and brother and began supplying all of 

Avantiôs janitorial needs in 1972.  Not only is Darryl a supplier for Avantiôs, but also a fre-

quent customer as his shop enjoys Avantiôs food every Friday.  Darrylôs family is a legacy of 

former and current Avantiôs associates including, Julie, Tim, Anna, and Aaron Pogue, as well 

as Darla, Katie and Amanda Shumaker.   Darryl and his wife, Rita, frequently check up on the 

family when they come in for ñall you can eat spaghettiò on Tuesday nights, but Darrylôs fa-

vorite item of the menu is a pizza burger with extra sauce.  Regarding Avantiôs 40th anniver-

sary, Darryl says, ñOur family would like to congratulate Avantiôs.  There are not a lot of busi-

nesses that are run by families that can carry out the same mission and values that their parents 

began with.ò  Avantiôs would like to thank the Miller family for their dedication to us!   

     Richard Johnson, owner of the White Feather Farm (in Atlanta, IL) has been delivering eggs to 

Avantiôs in Normal since we opened the doors on June 2nd, 1971, and has been delivering to 

Avantiôs in Peoria (on Main St) since about 6 months prior to that.  Recalls Richard, ñI saw Guido 

and Albert at the place that used to be Leonard Halls Poultry and they were talking about opening 

a restaurant, so I asked them if they had any need for eggs and Albert Zeller had me delivering to 

Peoria immediately.  Through the years, I had the pleasure of watching the boys and girls grow up 

(Marcus, Rich, Judy and Maria) and Iôd say that is what sets Avantiôs apart from other businesses 

is their personal relationship.ò  According to Richard, ñthe associates of Avantiôs are friendly per-

sonnel and loyal, just like a family.ò  The White Feather Farm has been in business since 1950 

and to that, Avantiôs extends our congratulations and appreciation for good business!  

     Always bearing gifts and a smile, Jim Stevens, of Sysco Central Illinois, has represented a 40 year relation-

ship between the Stevens family and Avantiôs.  Recalls Stevens, ñGuido walked into Bloomington Provision 

Company, told them he was going to open a restaurant in a month and ordered 100lbs of assorted meats.ò  Jim 

remembers fondly that there was a right way, a wrong way and Guidoôs way when it comes to operating a busi-

ness.  Jim congratulates co-owners, Marcus and Rich, with, ñyouôve followed a great leader and Iôm proud of 

how you have stayed on the same path while tweaking it with your own identity.ò  Jimôs favorite menu item is a 

GondolaÊ and he looks forward to many more years in business together.  Jim appreciates the loyalty of 

Avantiôs and how the ñrelationship between the Stevens Family and the Zeller family has stuck together, no 

matter what, through thick and through thin.ò 

Avantiõs Milestones 
1981 -Avantiõs in Normal celebrates 
itõs 10 year Anniversary and offered 

1971 prices in the dining room for 

one day.  

1991 -Remodeled the Main St. loca-
tion in Normal to itõs current size 

which now seats 135 people and 

doubles in square footage.  

2001 -Guido Zeller, founder of 
Avantiõs in Normal, semi-retires.   

He no longer is involved with day 

to day operations, rather acts as a 
consultant.  

2009 -Avantiõs opens itõs Blooming-

ton location on East Empire St. on 

June 2nd which seats 200 people 
(including banquet rooms).  

2011 -Avantiõs Celebrates ò40 years of 

food and family,ó 

and offers 1971 
prices on a limited 

number of items.  


